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What's BES?
B.E.S. (Bisogni Educativi Speciali - Special Educational Needs) is only an acronym, not a category of students, and even less of people, not a certificate of guarantee, not a protocol for protected species.
It isn't possible to create a "BES", it isn't possible certificate someone like "BES". The Class Council takes formally note of a special school difficulty of a student, witnessed by people entitled to sanction the objectivity of that problem. A problem that today can affect deeply the possibilities of success in school or dropping out of school by that student.
The aim of the Italian legislation is to put together the different skills of each (teachers, families, experts) to create one and coherent action that follows a shared special project.
The goal of this project is to reduce or eliminate the negative impact of the students school difficulties that discriminate their starting opportunities of school success.
Why "BES"?
These are the recurrent causes of actions for Special Educational Needs:
- students in special physical and/or mental conditions (even temporary) certified by doctors;
- students in special physical and/or mental conditions that should take special drugs, in certain timing, in certain ways;
- students who must be absent so frequently because of medical prescriptions;
- students who show unusual ways in their school performance or frequency determined by particular personal or family situations;
- students with important learning difficulties;
- students in clear and obvious social, economic, cultural and family difficulties.
How?
1) Families ask the Class Council to start proceedings; the teacher who knows of a student's difficult tell it to colleagues, sharing with them how to do; social services or other operator of the area ask the coordinator class to take note of a situation or specific condition;
2) the Class Council takes awareness of the difficulty;
3) the Class Council acquires informations, of teachers' observations, testimonies of the family or other operators;
4) the Class Council records the acknowledgment of the problem and the decision to activate an action;
5) the formal writing of a project called PATTO FORMATIVO, on which sign all the teachers, parents and other operators to activate the action.
Who?
Who writes the project? the  Class Coordinator, with the help of colleagues, with the advice of "BES consultant" and principal, always necessary, and experts, if there are.
What project?
For example the individualization of school programs (not a differentiation, it's clear): customized learning objectives, individual school timing, judgment suspension, special stage, home schooling, alternative methods of assessment and evaluation, distance learning and special educational laboratories.
The consolidation of good practice makes everything easier and more immediate. You see what's done, if need apply, otherwise you create something new. For this it is useful to share what has been done
